EDITORIAL                                                         No. 88     May & June 2010
For the first time ever, the publication of the Magazine will probably not be available to you on the 1st of the month. The volcanic ash ensured that our short trip to Israel was stretched to 15 days and consequently I’ve missed all the cut-off and printer’s deadlines. It’s probable some of the events being promoted in here will now have passed but  I’m sure you will understand the situation.  
Don’t sink your savings until you’ve checked for sharks.

MEDICAL MEASURES
Thursday, May 6th may well be the day we decide who governs the country for the next possible five years but also remember that you have until 15th June to inform your GP practice if you DO NOT wish to have details of your current health information displayed on a Summary Care Record. This will enable any doctor or clinician who is treating you, anywhere, to see these medical details. The information pack you have received says if you wish to ‘opt out’, you should fill in the appropriate form, available either via www.devonpct.nhs.uk or by telephoning 0845 603 8510. If you are happy for the Record to be created, you need do nothing.  Whilst on the subject of GP practices, you may be interested to know there were 524 ‘missed’ (non-cancelled) appointments at College Surgery in December ’09, 219 in January and 211 in February. If you tried to book an urgent appointment yourself, and failed, this could be why. Ed

It is easier to focus on the horizon that what is in front of the nose.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian,   I thought I should write and tell you that the telephone number for Doreen Williams, the lady in Cullompton who cares for injured wildlife, has changed. I had need of her advice a few weeks ago – there was a small bird in my garden, unidentifiable because it had put its head under its wing, its feathers were totally extended to try to keep warm – and it was shivering. She said to bring it down to her if I could catch it but when I went out to do so, it was already too late. It had keeled over on its side, the feathers had gone back to their normal position and it was then identifiable as a Hedge Sparrow, or Dunnock. She said it was extremely under-nourished and because they are insect and fly-eating birds, the food I provide is not suitable. The severe winter and the ground becoming very hard from frosts has meant that insects have not been available to them.  
Doreen and her husband are coming up to their eighteenth year of operating the facility. They now have a number of incubators, hospital cages, different animal enclosures and specialised equipment to care for ailing or very young wildlife and in 2008, a dedicated wildlife treatment and care room was built in their garden. They do not receive, and are unable to get, any funding from anyone – and they make no charges for their services. Their work costs them £5000 - £6000 each year, just for day-to-day equipment, feeds and treatment costs. For example, a collar dove caught by a cat, with a cast splint for a leg fracture, cost £22.15 to bring back to health. And as Doreen says “the most frustrating experience is when the same people arrive, time after time, with their cat-damaged creatures commenting “what a worthwhile hobby”.
If anyone would like to contribute in any way – be it kitchen rolls or ‘kitten’ food in jelly (not fish), or some other donation, then if you enjoy the birds in your garden, or wildlife in general, please think of giving a little something to this worthwhile charity.  I am sorry Brian to plug this cause but I feel it is so worthwhile and I hope you will publish this letter in full.               A  Resident.
(I’ve changed Doreen’s ‘phone number inside the back cover – also that of the R.S.P.C.A.. Ed).
WILLAND PARISH CHURCH

At St Mary’s, we enjoyed a wonderful Easter together, journeying through the most important festival of our Christian year. The death and resurrection of Jesus on that first Easter reminds us all afresh that God is not satisfied with a world in which his creatures simply live and die and that is the end of it. At Easter he confronts the problem of the human condition head on. Dying our death for us, paying the price for our sin and raising his son from the dead, as a sign of what he has prepared for all who look to him in faith. Now we have begun the journey to Pentecost where we hear again the story of how God pours out his Spirit upon ordinary people, commissioning them to live out the good news of God’s love in a broken and hurting world. One way in which we can play our part is by supporting Christian Aid week 9th – 15th May, donations given contribute to helping those in our world who suffer from hunger, poverty, disease and injustice. Perhaps this year out of our abundance we might help those with very little.

Some events to which St Mary’s warmly invite our friends in Willand to attend:
May 23rd An afternoon tea with Wellington Silver band in the Rectory garden.

June 1st – 3rd Children’s Holiday Club (5 – 11’s) at Willand Primary School.

And remember: God writes with a pen that never blots, speaks with a tongue that never slips, and acts with a hand that never fails. When God measures a person, he puts the tape around their heart instead of their head. He is more interested in making us what he wants us to be, than giving us what we think we ought to have.                           With love and prayers,              Rev Anna x

Love is like five loaves and two fishes – always too little 

until you start giving it away.

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
On Wednesday 9th February Willand School were invited to the Mid Devon swimming gala. The team showed sportsmanship and courage; they never gave up. They all tried their best, but Kentisbeare just pipped us to the post by a few points. After all the excitement, they travelled home deserving a well earned rest as we took home the 2nd place dazzling trophy. We would like to say a big thank you to Tiverton Leisure Centre and the staff because we had a brilliant and exciting afternoon.

On Thursday 4th March 2010 Willand School celebrated World Book Day.  Pupils were very lucky to have the Big Foot Theatre Company who came to visit the school. While Key Stage One focused on the story of The Gruffalo, Key Stage Two focused on The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  Classes in Key Stage One acted out the end of the Gruffalo story through role play.  Also Year 1 and 2 did an amazing display about the story.  Pupils from Reception had their teacher role play the characters and they then asked questions about those animals. While Key Stage One did this, Key Stage Two acted out different scenes; made freeze frames and moved around the room doing opposite techniques. The whole school are looking forward to World Book Day next year!

Science Week was a total success; children throughout the school enjoyed it. In the morning Dr. Santos, a scientist from Exeter University, visited our school and held an assembly about her job. She explained her job, what she did and how the children could become a scientist too! She also explained about how to look after the ever changing environment and how to protect fish from pollution. Her main studies are on zebra fish.  Later on in the afternoon, she and her colleagues showed the children some zebra fish embryos one, two and three days after hatching.  All the children thoroughly enjoyed it. It was amazing to see all the different stages in their life. We would like to thank Dr. Santos and her team for a very exciting day and for inspiring some young scientists at Willand.

On the 29th March 2010, Willand School had Arts Week. The children enjoyed two days of non-stop art. All of the classes throughout the school hosted a different activity. KS2 classes had a choice of: making three dimensional robots; clay modelling; durer drawing; graphics in the ICT suite and Picasso painting. KS1 classes also did different activities such as: quilling; printing; collage and clay craft. These exciting activities lasted for two days. It was obvious that every pupil enjoyed doing the variety of activities provided throughout the school. It is an annual event which the children look forward to so they are now looking forward to next year’s amazing Arts Week.

       Anthony,   Jack,   Rhianna,   Lilly,   Katie,   Katie,   Emily,   India.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

It’s been a very busy time for the club in the past few months with the completion of the Extension. We now have one monthly and 4 weekly regular bookings, and we also hold monthly Bingos (last Saturday in the month), and regular disco’s.
We have benefited from a youth worker, supplied by D.C.C., for 2 sessions a week but unfortunately so far this year, Jackie has been on long term sick and D.C.C. is unable to provide a replacement. This month the club has managed to get online with the Internet. We would like to make the most of this facility, perhaps to help the silver surfers with any queries they may have 
As you know, we have got this amazing new extension to our youth club. This has improved the facility immensely and over 70 children can now be accommodated but more rooms and more activities mean we need more eyes and ears to be around the club. So what is it we’re asking of you............? Well, all of our helpers are parent volunteers and they can’t be at home and here at the club at the same time. This means we are short of volunteers on certain nights. We just need your presence, no skills are necessary. We work together, rules are in place, and it’s actually fun to see our young people relaxing together.  So is it possible you could spare a couple of hours a month to lend us a hand?  Why not bring a friend along as well? 

Also, on the 11th of May, we have our AGM. We need more people on our committee, because we’re afraid that if we don’t have more people on the committee making decisions, the youth club sessions will have to be limited.  If you think you could help us with anything please drop into any of our 3 sessions a week - Mondays for our fifteen 10 to 13 year olds, Wednesdays for the thirty five 5 to 10 year olds and Thursdays for the twenty over 13’s. You can also ring Mel Billings on 820924.       Thank you    –               Julie Lester.
People who’ve gone all out often feel all in.

1st WILLAND BROWNIES URGES MORE PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER

Girlguiding Devon is calling on residents of the Willand area to donate some time to give local girls and young women more opportunities.  1st Willand Brownies currently has 15 members between the ages of 7 and 10 years old. Unfortunately, the unit is on the verge of closing due to a lack of qualified helpers so we are looking for new volunteers who are willing to train as Unit Leaders. The Brownies undertake a variety of fun activities throughout the term. During the Spring Term, they worked towards their swimming and cooking badges. It is planned that they will work towards their artist and world traveller badges in the Summer Term. We have planned a session at a local school to introduce the girls to the joy of cooking outdoors as well as an outing to Paignton Zoo!
In its 100th year, Girlguiding UK is the UK’s largest voluntary organisation for girls and young women, with more than 600,000 members. It encompasses Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Senior Section. The organisation is part of a worldwide Movement that enables girls and young women, whatever their background or ability, to realise their full potential and take an active and responsible role in today’s society. This is achieved through a distinctive, stimulating and enjoyable programme of activities provided by 68,000 trained adult volunteer Leaders.

Girlguiding UK is committed to developing the skills and self-confidence of girls and women. Adult Leaders receive excellent training and gain transferable skills they can use in the workplace due to the wide range of roles and opportunities available in guiding. Girlguiding UK seeks to work in partnership with other individuals and organisations who share our Vision.

For further information on volunteering, please contact: Bridget Pearse, 1st Willand Brownie Leader on 01884 822970 or Angela Vigar, District Commissioner on 01884 38680.

END OF AN ERA
Peter & Mary O’Neil have been Secretary and Poppy Appeal fund-raisers for the Royal British Legion (Willand Branch) for 40 of its 49-year history. Peter was born in London, Mary in Kirkcudbright, Scotland and they met whilst on Military service in Bulford, Wiltshire. They were married in 1956 and lived in London but following moves to Gloucester, Mary Tavy and then to Factory Cottages, Bradfield, Peter worked at Skinner’s Farm for over 16 years and Mary, for the same period of time, at Lloyd Maunder’s hatchery. They eventually moved to Willand in 1984 and their two children still live locally.

Peter at one time served on Willand Parish Council, has been Chairman of the Youth Club as well as being Vice Chairman of the original Building Committee. He’s currently a Mid Devon Council tenant’s representative and captained the R.B.L. skittles team for many years, which might explain why, in December 1978, when everyone was snowed in locally, they struggled up to the Halfway House and stayed there until New Year’s Eve.

Mary has tirelessly worked recruiting people to collect money door-to-door for the Poppy Appeal, many of whom are still knocking on doors twenty-five years after they first volunteered. Indeed, records show that since 1972, they have coordinated the fundraising effort which has raised over £35,000 for the Poppy Appeal. They have both given selflessly of their time to help others but with no-one stepping forward to take over their role, the Willand branch of the R.B.L. has finally come to an end.                                                                  Ed.
The quickest way for a parent to get a child’s attention

 is to sit down and look comfortable.
CAMEO
Our New Year began with Kay welcoming three new members & three visitors. Our Speaker was Mr White from the Devon & Somerset Fire Service and we were surprised to hear about the many services they provide apart from fire fighting. Kay was also astounded to learn, that as Chairman for the evening, she was responsible for our safety and we were in her care!!

 

Our Coffee Morning on April 10th was for our own funds and after discussion with the members and a vote, Help for Heroes will be our big charity event on October 16th.  We hope the people of Willand will show us their usual support for this worthwhile charity and if you have any donations for our stalls we will be delighted to accept them. The April meeting was a delight as we were entertained by Coral King relating her time singing with the Luton Girls Choir. Her beautiful clear voice filled the village hall with sound and the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
 

The Singles group finally had their annual lunch which had to be postponed because of bad weather. Sixteen members enjoyed a lovely carvery at the Halfway House and we were lucky to have "The Snug" all to ourselves. We are victims of our own success and now have nineteen active members and cannot take any more new members at the moment – it’s a question of chairs & room space - we will be starting a waiting list very soon.  

 

The walkers have been active throughout the winter months fortified by their cream teas at the end of their endeavours, whilst the skittles group had a very enjoyable evening at The Barge, ending with a delicious supper. Margaret Turner won the Kit Davis Cup & Jean French the wooden spoon.

  

In June we are going to Bobby's house in Honiton for our annual picnic and hoping for good weather as for the last two years we have been unable to sit in her lovely garden.  We are also planning a visit to a garden open under The National Garden scheme.  Outings have been arranged over the summer months, including a visit to Bicton Gardens, a lunch at The Merrimead and various theatre trips. Our next meeting is May 6th, when a bus trip with a meal will take its place, as the Village Hall will be used as a Polling Station.
                                                                                                         Jenny Baker
Superior intellect is no substitute for common sense.

A Tribute to Roger Lane at his Funeral service held at Exeter Crematorium 23rd April 2010 at a service conducted by Revd Anna and attended by over 200 people:

Roger was born in Bromley Kent in 1948, son to Doris and Eric Lane and brother to Michael, Jill and Sally. Their father was a hairdresser who had quite a clientele working in the West End, styling many stars and celebrities. Roger’s family was a happy one, as was his childhood. He attended a small local independent school but it would be fair to say that Roger wasn’t the most academic of students. Sport was his main love from a young age and he enjoyed almost all varieties of it - rugby, cricket and cycling among his favourites.
When Roger left school he went straight to work at Austin Reeds in London on the shop floor and was transferred to Exeter when they opened a new branch. It was here at the age of 23 that Roger met Sue, in a night club… Sue told me she resisted marriage for ages because he wasn’t her usual type (she tended to go for the bookish sort, which Roger certainly wasn’t) but eventually Sue agreed to marry Roger and on the 5th May 1973, at St Mary’s Church , Silverton, they tied the knot. Theirs was a happy marriage, sharing both home and working life together and enjoying holidays especially in France. Sue describes Roger in these terms:   “He was my rock, my protector and a very special person”.

Roger soon became the manager of a retail company in Tiverton with Sue serving as PA to the Company’s Managing Director but it was running their own business that really appealed and they bought a newsagents in Plymstock. Sue recalls that it was eight years of really hard work with 32 youngsters doing the papers rounds for them!  Then in 1990 they came to Willand Post Office, and we are so glad that they did.  Roger and Sue have made it such a special place, always a warm welcome and a family feel, unthinkable kindness and support shown to the elderly customers and nothing ever too much trouble. The familiar sights of Roger carrying groceries out to the cars, sorting out the notice boards, bringing in the plants. All this and so much more is Willand Post office and Roger is already sorely missed. 
One of their assistants wrote “Who can I argue with now! I promise to try to take 1 plant tray at a time….I’ll miss you. ” The girls spoke of ‘Roger’s funny little ways’ and how they would miss them. Karen spoke for all the Post Office staff when she wrote: ‘Roger was one of the nicest men I've ever met and was wonderful to work for; he was always easy to be around.  It was an honour to have known him and a privilege to see the friendship and respect shown in his honour since his passing.  God bless him’. 

FUND-RAISING EVENTS

I’ve received details of four such events in the coming weeks, which may be of interest to Magazine readers…….:
CHURCH ORGAN RECITAL  –  “BRAHMS TO THE BEATLES”
The Fundraising Committee of St John the Baptist Church, Plymtree are delighted to announce their first event of a two-year programme: Dr. Erick Versloot, the internationally renowned Dutch organist has agreed to perform a concert to assist our fund-raising target of £35,000. Erick has performed in Holland, Germany and is well known for his previous recitals in Devon. Due to the temporary closure of St John’s Church, for essential electrical work, the concert will be held at St Andrews Church Cullompton, on Friday 7th May, from 7.30 until 9.00pm. The programme of music will include classical works from Vaughan Williams, Faure, Saint-Saens and Brahms, with improvisation of works of Simon and Garfunkel, The Beatles and Phil Collins. Tickets for this entertaining evening cost £5.00, including light refreshments, and are available from Bill Luttman 01884 277382, or in person from the St Andrew’s Church office.
GREAT BRITISH FISH AND CHIP SUPPER 
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? 

Eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 21st May 2010 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting Spinal Injuries Association’s information and support services. You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.

The SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00 from your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.  Last year we had over 80 suppers taking part in England and Wales. In 2010 we want to double that figure and ensure we can provide more support to spinal cord injured people 
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become paralyzed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives, by providing services and publications which enable and encourage paralyzed people to lead independent lives. Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone. For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 6786633ext 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit www.spinal.co.uk
HOSPISCARE WILL WEEK 

Do you need a nudge to get round to making your Will?  As a local charity caring for terminally ill people and their families, Hospiscare relies on gifts in wills - but do you realise most of us haven’t got round to making our Will? Although we know a Will secures our loved ones’ future, we keep putting it off. It’s actually quicker, easier and less expensive than we imagine. To help us get round to it, over 33 solicitors across Devon are supporting Hospiscare Will Week (17th – 21st  May) by making standard Wills free of charge, so you can make a donation to Hospiscare instead. This opportunity is open to everyone. Simply choose a participating solicitor and make an appointment. Your most local solicitors include Dunn & Baker in Cullompton, (Melissa Down, 01884 33818). To choose from all solicitors taking part, please phone Suzanne on 01392 688067 or go to www.hospiscare.co.uk  for their details.
THE AGAPAO DEVON BALL  –  TIVERTON HOTEL  –  
In aid of Agapao International, which works globally to empower communities by working with them and not for them: enabling sustainable change. “A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle”, so by helping people to “learn the skill: use the skill: share the skill” many communities see a lasting change and improvement. For further information and ticket sales for this special black tie ball, on 28th MAY 2010, which includes live music from The Johnny Fuller band, a Roulette Table and a Charity Auction, not forgetting a three-course dinner, contact Bridget Pearse on 01884 822970. You can visit www.agapao.co.uk or follow the build-up to the event on facebook, Agapao Devon Ball.
COMMUNITY POLICE
“Since I joined the Neighbourhood Team in January 2010 I have been working closely with Jonathan Sims looking at the problems that have been highlighted in your community. One of the main concerns that the residents of Willand have is Silver Street. This area creates two issues that we are looking in to. The first is speeding on this road and the second is parking problems caused by parents dropping off their children. Both of these issues have been raised by your Parish Council. 

In regard to the speeding we have started to compile data by utilising a speed watch program. This involves mainly Jon and myself using a non enforceable speed detection device which records the speeds of vehicles using Silver Street. We will still stop and issue verbal warnings to those who have exceeded the speed limit. We will also be utilising officers from the Traffic department who use an enforceable laser speed detection device where the issue of fixed fines and penalty points will be implemented. Devon County Council have been informed and the Speed Warning signs have now returned. These signs are used on a rota basis and other villages have had the use of it too.

Parking problems at school times have been combated by liaising with the school, sending letters out to parents and by conducting high visibility patrol at the key times. Parents have been advised that they may use the Village Hall car park at these times in an agreement made by the Hall committee and the school. Anyone seen parking on the Pelican crossing zig zags by Police will be issued with a ticket which carries a fine and points on the drivers licence. 

The Policing of Willand is mainly carried out by Jon and myself, with Sgt Andrew Stuthridge overseeing us. We are the neighbourhood team. If we are unavailable or, dependant on the type of incident, response officers will also be deployed. Response officers work from Cullompton and Tiverton, 24hrs a day, 365 days a year. There will always be a Police response and presence in our area. Additionally to this we are fortunate enough to have a highly proactive Special Constabulary Team. These officers carry the same equipment as regular Police officers and have exactly the same powers. There are times when Special Constables will carry out foot patrols in Willand. Recently they have been patrolling late evenings over the weekends.  We welcome any contact from our community and this can be best achieved by emailing us on the email address found at the back of this magazine.      
Best Wishes,                                         Graham Custance & Jonathan Sims.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Some of you may not be aware of the facilities we have at the Village Hall. There is the main hall, which has a sprung wooden floor and a fixed stage. The floor is excellent for dancing and keep-fit activities, as it is kinder to your feet than a solid floor when you are bouncing around. It holds 300 people seated, so is ideal for concerts as well. There are two smaller rooms to the side of the main hall, each of which hold about 25 – 30 people. These can be accessed via the side entrance. The kitchen, which was refurbished a couple of years ago, is available when hiring any of these rooms. We also have an annexe, with a carpeted floor and a self contained small kitchen. This holds about 20 seated and is presently used for Parish Council meetings, Brownies and an informal group of mums and toddlers. We also have a very large car park, which has proved an excellent facility for attracting county wide events. We are presently getting quotes for resurfacing it – which should happen in the next few months. 

Our Secretary, Tony Wills, will be retiring at the AGM in May. We have a few applicants, who will be interviewed at the beginning of May. Tony has been Secretary for a number of years now, but is unable to continue because of other commitments. We will miss his sense of humour! 

Our Annual General Meeting is on Monday, 24th May at 7.15 in the Annexe of Willand Village Hall. Please come along if you would like to hear more about the Hall. We also still have some vacancies for Village Hall trustees if anyone is interested. This involves 10 monthly meetings a year and helping at one or two fundraising events.                             Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB 

Our new season has got off with a good start - the weather has been dry which has helped after a long wet cold winter. We have had 50 children sign up for coaching, and there are still some places in the Wednesday Night Sessions if anyone is interested. The cost is £55 for coaching from now until end of July and membership for the year.  The adult coaching also still has places available. It starts on Friday 7th May and finishes on Friday 9th July. The cost is £36 for coaching only. There will be 2 groups, Beginners starting at 6.00pm and Improvers starting at 7.30pm. 
Club Sessions for Members are Mondays and Thursdays 6-30pm onwards and Wednesday mornings from 10am for Ladies and Men. Anyone interested in the above, please contact Rita Parish on e-mail rita@weirmill-devon.co.uk. or telephone 01884 820803. Our web site is www.willandtennisclub.co.uk
The courts are open to the Public for Hire. The charge is Children £1 per hour, Students £1-50 per hour and Adults £2 per hour. The courts can be hired from John Morrison who lives opposite at Driftwood, Gables Road, Willand tel. 01884 32331.                    Rita Parish, Hon. Secretary Willand Tennis Club  

COLDHARBOUR MILL
Please note that the usual Whitsun/Bank holiday Steam-Up will not be held in May as essential restoration work to the Great Weir and the leat will be undertaken in May & June.  This will not affect normal opening of the Mill factory & site to visitors every day 10am-4pm from Easter (until October).  Admission tickets & leaflets for the self-guided tour of the factory are available from the Mill Shop, which is open daily 10am-5pm, with its wide range of alpaca and wool yarns, craft accessories, books, knitted goods, etc. 

The Gill Box Restaurant is currently open every day 10am-5.30 pm for drinks, snacks and meals.  The restaurant continues to provide lunches at special reduced rates – still held at 2008 prices! - for Senior Citizens every Monday, Wednesday & Friday. From Easter and through the Summer, the Restaurant will also be open for drinks and meals on Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings with a bistro style menu - food available 6-9.30pm. No need to book, except for a group. Phone free on 0800 389 3859.

Craft groups & Workshops at the Mill:

Knitting:   the Purlesque Knitters meet in the Old Stables on Mondays  2-4 pm.
                 Contact Jill on 01398 331000 for more information.

Spinning:  the Coldharbour Spinners meet in the Old Stables every Wednesday
                 2-4 pm.  Beginners welcome, we can provide tuition and have spare 
                 spinning wheels available for the use of newcomers to the craft.       

                 Call Susan on 01884 839782 for more info or just come along!

Weaving:  beginners, intermediate & advanced classes on Thursdays & 
                 Fridays in the Mill's Weaving Studio.  Advance booking essential – 
                 for more info please contact the tutor, Louise Cottey, by email: 
                 loucottey@googlemail.com  or phone her on 07527 248178. 
Machine  Embroidery workshops:  Jumper to handbag workshop: Turn a well-
                 loved jumper & scarf into a handbag. Saturday/Sunday 8th/9th May
Design and Make your own handbag: From prototype to finished bag - create 
                an individual handbag. Wednesday 16th  - Sunday 20th  June.  For 
                further details of these workshops or to book a place, email: 
                jan.tillett@btinternet.com  or phone Jan Tillett on 01884 32164. 

The next Friends of Coldharbour Mill social event will be the popular Summer Quiz in July.  Before that, the Friends will be raising funds for the Mill by  selling  plants at the Uffculme Show on Monday 3 May and again at the Uffculme Village Fête on Saturday 19 June.   Do come along and support us!

For more information about the Mill, please ring 01884 840960 or visit the website   www.coldharbourmill.org.uk                                           Susan Wasfi
WILLAND’S COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME 
………has contributed £250 to St. Mary’s Church Hall Fund. Rev Anna Norman-Walker, said “I am delighted that the composters have decided to make a donation to the church hall fund. It is much needed and will probably be spent on replacing the strip lights in the main hall which are in desperate need of help! Eight Willand community groups meet regularly in the Hall including Rockers Toddler group, the Luncheon Club, Whist Drives, Keep Fit, Ballet, circuit training, the Bridge Club and the Art Club.”
The ‘Composters’ are a small band of happy volunteers who work in all weathers, at the site off Willand Moor Road, to turn Willand household garden waste into good compost. Together, we have saved some 50 tonnes of garden waste going to landfill. This equates to 2,000 bags of sieved compost – each bag is approx. 25 kgs. in weight. Those who have collected bags of compost will no doubt appreciate this weight, or to put it another way, carrying 2,000 large packed suitcases! The compost is ‘sold’ for donations of £1 per 25kg bag, and enriches the soil of Willand’s gardens, with the profits used to benefit the local community.
All the compostable material deposited by you is manually handled by means of fork and shovel, then loaded into a shredder. Any grass deposited is then subsequently mixed with the Shreddings and loaded into the bins to be composted. FINALLY, we then Sieve and bag the compost. The process from deposit to bags of sieved compost takes place over a period of six months.

These processes enables us all to recycle the ‘proper-job’ way! However, we would remind those very few of our ‘visitors’ who don’t that we only accept the following: -

Grass Cuttings – PLEASE DEPOSIT TO US AS SOON AS YOU HAVE CUT – DON’T LEAVE TO CLUMP – no good for composting!  Prunings –of Shrubs and Trees (please no greater than 2” inch diameter). Also, please deposit into the appropriate bins - GRASS and PRUNINGS.  No other material is accepted! – It increases the amount of work in out sorting and b*ggers up the shredder – very expensive and a waste of time! Included with this NON MATERIAL that has been deposited has been:- DOG POO (yes, left in a barrel!), empty bottles, a metal bar which really mucked up the shredder and crisp/sweet wrappings, etc; please check what you’re depositing before leaving the site. Please refer to the notice attached to the entrance gate.

May I also add that if you see anything untoward such as irresponsible dog owners (dogs are ok) or fly tipping etc; please report to Mid Devon District Council telephone (01884) 255255 with as much detail as possible. You can report anonymously if you so wish.  Let’s keep Willand nice!!

Finally, we invite and welcome all of you to visit us down on the site any Sunday between 10 – 12midday. Have a chat and who knows you may want to join the band of ‘composters’! We have a laugh and feel good about what we do for the village community – help us to keep going!  Talk to your plants and have a good growing season!                                         Tony Mander  821174.
Moving house is like moving a shrub. 

It takes time to adapt to new conditions.

TRACTORS

“Seeing Ed’s note on tractors reminded me of my father’s first tractor. It was during the war and he shared it with Mr Eveleigh, of Park Farm (now Stoneman’s). It was a Standard Fordson, not with rubber tyres as today but stud wheels that cut up the fields and lanes badly. To go on the road, we had to put on road bonds that took nearly half an hour to do. There were two fuel tanks, one for petrol, which was for starting, and once it was warmed up had to be switched over to the T.V.O. tank (Tractor Vapouriser Oil). There was a handle at the front to turn for starting, as cars were then, and many a winter morning the air was blue trying to start it. We often reckoned it would have been quicker to do the job in hand with a horse!”                                   Derek Rowe.
Don’t let the weight of the past hold down the future.
DEVON ADULT AND COMMUNITY LEARNING.

Summer courses are available to view at www.devon.gov.uk/adultlearning  or you can request a brochure by calling 0845 1551014. Courses include Computing, Arts & Crafts, English & Maths, Work Related Training, Modern Foreign Languages and various General Interest courses.  You can enrol by calling 0845 1551014 and using your debit or credit card.

NEW CLASS

Keep Fit with Dance/Exercise, for any age, on Friday’s, 11.00 – 12.00noon at St. Mary’s Church Hall. Call Chrissie on 01823 665429 for more information. OR, if Friday is not a good day for you, Matt is holding a Circuits class at the Church Hall on Monday evenings at 6.00pm. Call him on 07733110306.
UFFCULME BOWLING CLUB  

Our  season  has opened  and  after  everyone  had  enjoyed  their first outdoor  bowling  of the season, there followed the traditional  cream  tea,  A very good attendance of 68 established, new and potential members, had their first opportunity to view the extended Clubhouse, and it was gratifying that all the work to get it opened for the start of the season had all come together. The President thanked everyone for their help in the project, which he said augers well for the future of the club, which is commencing its 98th year.

 

New members, both playing and social, are always welcome, with the club having 4 bowls coaches to help anyone new to bowls. Anyone interested in joining will be most welcome and they only have to turn up on a Monday evening at 6.00 pm at the green off Highland Terrace, Uffculme to give bowls a try.                  John Munslow, Chairman and Press Officer  01404 823456
BRADNINCH MUSICAL GARDENS 
Imagine wandering through a pretty garden admiring the planting, when you hear the gentle strains of live music on the summer air.  This is the pleasure that awaits visitors to Bradninch on 29th & 30th May, when the village opens 14 gardens ranging from stately homes to historic cottages. Wandering musicians will entertain visitors with all types of music from classical to jazz. 

Opening for the first time is the historic Bradninch Manor. Planting in the garden has been designed by Chelsea Gold medallist Mary Payne who is hoping to be present to talk to visitors and answer questions. Other gardens include a quartet of former weaver’s gardens with stunning views over the valley, a superb fruit & vegetable garden complete with hens, ducks, piglets and lambs and a six acre garden with original sculptures plus its own woodland and wild flower meadow.  Lunch and tea is available from most of the gardens, plus craft and plant stalls. Entry to all the gardens is just £5 for adults, children under fourteen are free. Funds raised will support Bradninch Music festival on 11th -13th June. For tickets or for further information call Jenny Morbey on 01392 881245 or email  jenny@littlemorland.mail1.co.uk.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
We started our year’s programme in March, with a number of new members joining us to see some beautiful slides of Alpine meadows. In April, we had a talk about making hanging baskets and at our May meeting, we will be hearing about Lennon’s Legacy from the Barn Owl Trust. Our outing in May will be to Dobbie’s Garden Centre and Kilver Court Garden near Sharpham.

Our coffee morning in March helped raise some funds for the Flower Show on 21st August, and we will be having a Plant Sale at the Village Hall on Saturday, 22nd May. Hopefully, the cold weather will have finished by then and you will be able to plant your bedding plants outside.

The Flower Show schedules will be available in May. There will be some in the foyer of the Village Hall, or you can contact me for a copy. Please have a go and enter something – it is for amateur gardeners, so everyone has a good chance of winning. The Willand Art Group will be staging an exhibition of its work in the Club Room, so there will be probably be some paintings for sale.

For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message.   Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL……
We have just completed another year at the end of March.  The first priority is to complete the accounts and get them audited both internally and by the Audit Commission. We have published some headline numbers elsewhere in the magazine but it should be remembered these are provisional and therefore subject to change. They do help to put the 2010/11 Precept into context.

Looking back, I believe that we achieved much during the past year. Three new bus shelters have been installed in the village and new benches installed in the graveyard.  The roundabout has been landscaped and a number of lamp posts have been modified to enable Christmas lights to be mounted.

We had some major concerns about the quality of grass cutting and following a number of meetings with Mid Devon District Council, we believe that the situation is now getting better. As part of the adoption process for the church graveyard, two areas of concern became apparent. A number of headstones were deemed to be unsafe and these have now been repaired. The perimeter wall on the road is leaning outwards and needs to be repaired. This project is under way but, as you can imagine, we have to be extremely sensitive in carrying out this work and we also have to obtain permission from just about every agency in the land.

Over the year we have lost five Parish Councillors and a Parish Clerk and we have gained two Parish Councillors and a new Parish Clerk.  We are still looking for new Councillors. Would that be you, then?  

Reports from the well attended Annual Parish Meeting indicate that whilst, in general, things are going well, there are some needs for volunteers. The Brownies and Youth Club are in need of help. The formal opening of the Youth Club extension was carried out last autumn and the primary school extension is now in use.  Sadly, our branch of the British Legion has had to close due to lack of members.  The Poppy appeal co-ordinator has also retired. 

Looking forward,  the  theme  will  be more consultation with the village using
both the Magazine and the Website, whilst also building relationships with Devon County Council and Mid Devon District Council.  We need to update our Parish Plan to make sure that we, as a Parish Council, are concentrating only on the needs of the village.                                                         Ray Ursell

Stand up like a sculpture and sit down like a swan.

MID DEVON BUSINESS PARK

The second phase of construction is under way at Mid Devon Business Park.  The developer, L.D.T., has sent outlines of progress and current developments. 
The first phase of development at Mid Devon Business Park was completed last year, and the 15 units are providing modern accommodation for small businesses and employment. A number of the businesses there are already outgrowing their units and looking to move into larger space on the Park.

In January this year work started on the second phase, to be called Highmount Court and comprising a terrace of four larger industrial/warehouse units, to be completed and offered for sale by July. But the economic climate under which Highmount Court is being built is massively different from when work was begun on Ethmar Court over two years ago.  The country has gone through the greatest economic upheaval in sixty years and the global recession has fundamentally changed the landscape for industrial developers. Values and availability of funds have been significantly eroded in the last year and, while Mid Devon Business Park has kept going, many other similar developments have gone into administration and stand empty.

So it is vital that occupiers are attracted to the Park and the company is working hard to offer them what they demand and need.  While a masterplan is in place showing a vision of how the site could be developed, development must respond to the specific space and layout requirements of potential occupiers as they come along.

On the Park a new management company has been appointed to better manage the maintenance of the roadside border of the Park and the pond just inside its gates, so that appearances are maintained until final landscaping can be carried out when occupiers have taken the sites adjoining the road.

There have been concerns expressed in recent months regarding surface water, sewage leaking from a nearby property’s septic tank and the route of underground water from wells in the area.  A very useful and positive meeting took place on site earlier this month involving councillors, council officials, the Environment Agency and local residents at which plans were outlined for a new drainage ditch at the edge of a connecting property to solve the first two of these problems, which everyone seemed very happy with.  Negotiations are currently under way with the landowner to bring this plan to fruition.

It is worth stressing that throughout the work on the site, the company has at all times abided by all the planning conditions imposed by the local authority, and has acted in total accordance with Environment Agency instructions. 

Finally, some of you may know that LDT recently made an application to Devon County Council to redirect the public footpath that crosses the rear of the Park and exits onto Muxbeare Lane for highway safety reasons.  Currently the footpath crosses the site of one of the proposed industrial units and the company has asked if the footpath can be redirected to the edge of the Park, around the rear of the proposed unit, to reduce the potential for pedestrian and heavy traffic conflict.  LDT will of course bear the cost of reinstating the footpath.  Issued on behalf of Simon Peck, London and Devonshire Trust,  by Ken Harrison, HPR Marketing, 151 Clevedon Road, Tickenham, Bristol BS21 6RG.  Tel: 07801 649045.  Email: kharrison@hprmarketing.co.uk

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

The last couple of months have seen the History Group busy with activities both indoors and out. On consecutive Saturdays back in February we had hoped to develop new skills in historical research by using metal detectors to survey Archery Field (opposite the Halfway House). Our first attempt was foiled by a layer of snow, and then the following week we had just about got the metal detectors ready when the heavens opened. Despite bravely (foolishly?!) starting anyway, we were soon forced to throw in the towel by the torrential rain. About all we learned was that metal detectors do not work at best in wet conditions! 
At the end of March we visited Elm View in the old village, residence of the late Ron Sanders.  We would like to thank the Sanders family for allowing us to do so and particularly to Carol and Tracy for kindly opening up and showing us around.  Elm View was built in 1911 as a butcher’s shop and has been occupied by the Sanders ever since.  After the shop closed it has served variously as a farmhouse, B & B and family home.  We were shown around the house and also the farm buildings, including the old dairy. Many agricultural items survive, such as old milk churns and a contraption used to chop up mangolds (a root vegetable used as cattle fodder).  We were also shown some fascinating photos from the history of Elm View, such as pictures of the front window of the butcher’s shop filled with meat.  There were also account books, ledgers and other documents relating to the family butchery and farming business – giving valuable information on how a Willand business was run and also the agricultural changes that have occurred in the district over the past hundred years.  
We have been busy copying documents and photos for the Willand Archive, loaned to us not only by the Sanders, but by others, particularly Derek Rowe, who has also kindly let us borrow many items relating to Willand plus extensive records to do with the family farming business. Also we have been looking into house title deeds in Willand and it appears that solicitors may no longer have to hold deeds as they are no longer required when selling, because of land registration.  Do you have any property title deeds that you either do not want, would be happy to donate to the Willand Archive, or perhaps would be prepared to let us borrow to take copies?  We are interested in deeds relating to houses of any age, even the newest in the Parish, as such deeds often refer to land ownership going back over many decades, even before the building was constructed.            James Morrison

A bar of chocolate shared is a pleasure halved.

AND FINALLY
Nobody can have failed to notice the vast improvement the landscaping of the Four Cross Ways roundabout has achieved. It now very closely resembles the design the then Parish Council agreed in 1998 and the one we were eventually given has been a very sore subject and the reason for reams of correspondence and numerous meetings ever since. I have not received any correspondence from the Magic Roundabout Company on the subject but I understand no member of staff is allowed within fifty metres of it. I’m sure M.D.D.C will have a maintenance plan to adhere to for such a decorative area and I would like to pass on my thanks, as I’m sure will many others, for the effort that has gone into finally achieving Willand’s vision.
WILLAND DIARY            
MAY
Monday            3rd      Uffculme May Day Show, Bridwell Avenue,

Tuesday            4th      Willand Rovers Bingo                  W.V.H.,             7.30pm

Thursday          6th       General Election, Voting Station is Willand Village Hall.
Saturday           8th      Willand Folk Dance Club Dance                           8.00pm
Monday          10th      Culm District Flower Club           W.V.H.,             2.15pm
Tuesday          11th      Youth Club Annual General Meeting.

Wednesday     12th          Willand Garden Club – Barn Owl Trust  W.V.H.  7.30pm
Thursday         13th      Over 60’s Club                             W.V.H.,           2.15pm

Thursday        13th      Willand Folk Dance Club                                      8.00pm

Saturday         15th       Over 60’s Coffee Morning             W.V.H.,    10-11.30am
Tuesday         18th       St. Mary’s Church Hall Whist Drive                     7.30pm
Tuesday         18th       Willand Rovers Bingo                   W.V.H.,            7.30pm
Friday            21st        Cowgirl Twisters                           W.V.H.,            8.00pm
Saturday        22nd       Garden Club Plant Sale                 W.V.H.,10.15-11.30am
Sunday          23rd        Tea with the Wellington Silver Band at the Rectory.

Monday         24th       Over 60’s Outing - Dartmouth/Fermoy’s W.V.H. 9.30am

Monday         24th       Willand Village Hall Annual General Meeting     7.15pm

Thursday       27th       Willand Folk Dance Club  (& AGM)                    8.00pm
Saturday        29th       Youth Club Bingo                           W.V.H.,           7.30pm
JUNE

Tuesday       1st – 3rd   Children’s Holiday Club at Willand Primary School.

Tuesday           1st       Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Monday           7th       Culm District Flower Club             W.V.H.,           2.15pm
Wednesday      9th       Garden Club – Flora of Crete         W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Thursday       10th       Over 60’s Club                               W.V.H.,          2.15pm    
Friday           11th      CUT_OFF FOR INPUT TO THE JULY/AUG.  MAG
Saturday        12th       Willand Folk Dance Club Dance   W.V.H.           8.00pm

Tuesday         15th       Summary Care Records Deadline.

Tuesday         15th       St. Mary’s Church Hall Whist Drive                     7.30pm
Tuesday         15th       Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Friday            18th       Cowgirl Twisters                            W.V.H.,           8.00pm
Monday         21st        Over 60’s Outing-Weston S-M & Wells  W.V.H.  9.30am

Saturday        26th       Youth Club Bingo                           W.V.H.,           7.30pm
JULY
Monday           5th       Culm District Flower Club             W.V.H.,           2.15pm
Tuesday           6th       Willand Rovers Bingo                     W.V.H.,          7.30pm
As you get older, your secrets are safe with your friends, because they can’t remember them either. 
